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26 EU approved biosimilar medicines

Adapted from Richardson P (2017) – Presented at  EDQM Biosimilars: Satellite Session 08/02/17

Need for education & information on biosimilars?

4,6 62,2 33,2

No knowledge Little knowledge Other

Are you familiar with biosimilar medicines?

12,4 77,0 10,6 2,4 57,8 39,8

Community pharmacists Hospital pharmacists

Source: Beck M. et al. (2016) mAbs DOI: 10.1080/19420862.2016.1267087

Are you familiar with biosimilar medicines?

Pharmacists (n=802)
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How well are you informed on biosimilar medicines?
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97.4 2.6

At least one No more question

Are you familiar with biosimilar medicines?Do you have remaining questions on biosimilar medicines

Pharmacists (n=802)
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What are we talking about?

Decision by treating physician to exchange one medicine for another medicines with the same 
therapeutic intent

The medical practice of changing one medicine for another that is expected to achieve the same 
clinical effect in a given clinical setting and in any patient on the initiative, or with the agreement 
of the prescriber

Practice of dispensing one medicine instead of another equivalent and interchangeable medicine 
at the pharmacy level without consulting the prescriber

Switching

Interchangeability

Substitution

Source: EC Consensus Document – What you need to know on Biosimilar Medicinal Products (2016)
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